
Cultural Enlightenment
Makes a Difference

Eddie Jones

Eddie W. Jones is Associate Professor of  

Music at the University of  Arkansas. His duties 

include teaching private voice, conducting 

large ensembles, and teaching Music Education 

courses. 
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1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects.
2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.

6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration.

unnecessary.
9. No sentence fragments.

11. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.
12. Do not be redundant or repetitive; do not use more 

13. One should NEVER generalize.
14. Comparisons are as bad as clichés.

16. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc.
18. One-word sentences? Eliminate.
18. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake.
19. The passive voice is to be avoided.
20. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary

 

RULES FOR BETTER WRITING
For those interested in submitting articles for publication in accent, 

the following suggestions are offered
21. Never use a big word when a diminutive one would 

22. Avoid exclamation points!!!
23. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use 
them.

24. Understatement is always the absolute best way to 
put forth earth shaking ideas.

when its not needed.
26. Eliminate quotations. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 
“I hate quotations. Tell me what you know.”

times: Resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million can 
use it correctly.

28. Puns are for children, not groan readers.
29. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid 
colloquialisms.

30. Even IF a mixed metaphor sings, it should be 
derailed.

31. Who needs rhetorical questions?
32. Exaggeration is a billion times worse than 
understatement.
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What’s in Your Bag of Tricks?
Is your “bag of tricks” old and worn-out? Have you used the same materials, manipulatives and warm-ups 
for years? In an effort to help those of us whose bags have seen better days, the Central Region held an 

inservice called “Bag of Tricks”.  The following are just a few of the submissions from directors.

Compiled by Amber Holden

With regards to… 

Warm-ups

 Physical- Body Alignment A Christmas Tune

Rhythm

Classroom Management

Instruments

Literature
Pop 

Warm-ups for Men

Technology

Choose something to add to your
 “Bag of Tricks” to make this

 a fun and exciting year!

A Christmas Tune

SOPRANO
ALTO

TENOR
BASS

Dong

Christ mas-

dong

eve is

ding

com ing-

dong

soon
Christ

San

mas- trees,

ta-

can

Claus

dy- canes,

is

jin

on

gle- bells

his

too

way
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Old Dog, New Tricks,
and the Benefits Thereof

Suzanne Callahan

Umm, they are junior 
high students, Suzanne, they don’t care.

These 

different choral directors in six years; they 
are understandably skeptical.

(Which really means can and 
will they sell candles and Boston butts and 
volunteer at all-region tryouts, drive a bus, 
or hem a dress?

you 
betcha

Please understand that this is the only 
time you’ll hear me quote Sarah P.

expected

Eric Whitaker’s 
virtual choir

The Sing Off

(is this Sarah P. again?)

ADORE

Give me your eyes 
for just one second, give me your eyes so I 
can see
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Give me your eyes for just one second, 
give me your eyes so I can see

And what piece do you really want to 
add to your repertoire?

Misa Criolla What is one thing you learned in the 

Suzanne Callahan is the choral director at Douglas 

MacArthur Junior High in Jonesboro.

Questions We All Should Ask
—and Answer
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Enjoy the Season—No, Really!
Carrie Taylor

Carrie Taylor
ArAMEA President
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President 

President-Elect 

Vice President 

Secretary/Treasurer 

R & S Chairs

Ethnic and Multicultural

High School

Junior High/Middle School

Male Chorus

Show Choir

Two-Year Colleges

Women’s Chorus

Newsletter Editor

What can ACDA do for you?  

these are recent articles from 
ChorTeach, ACDA’s on-line journal

Preparing High School Musicals - A Beginning
    Educating Contemporary Audiences - Times Have Changed
Preparing High School Singers for College/University Auditions
Using Tuning Forks to Empower Your Church Choir - Excellence at the Basics 

To Jazz or Not to Jazz 

Recruiting Singers With No Feeder Program? Yes, You Can
Extraordinary Elementary Singing on a Shoestring Budget

Working with Honor/Festival Choirs: One Conductor’s Perspective

Transformative Collaborations with Other Choirs

ArACDA Scholarship for Graduate 
Choral Studies
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American Choral Directors Association

Arkansas Chapter

Cliff Ganus, Newsletter Editor

ACDA

545 Couch Dr.

Oklahoma City, OK  73102-2270

PAID

Permit No. 188

Oklahoma City, OK

arkansas accent
For you, in this issue of Arkansas accent:

Practical classroom suggestions

Observations regarding African American musical styles

Ideas regarding renewal and reinvigoration

An application form for a $500 scholarship for graduate studies (see page 7)

from you
Consider making a contribution to the ArACDA scholarship fund.

Please make suggestions regarding interest sessions and topics for the Hot 
Springs Conference.

And if you have ideas for accent articles, please let us know.  

Contact any ArACDA board member or  R&S chair with your ideas, suggestions, 
contributions, or stories.  We want to hear from you!
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